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Match Day

Slimbridge AFC would like to welcome everyone
connected with Larkhall Athletic to Thornhill Park

SLIMBRIDGE AFC

BetVictor Southern League
Division One South

Wednesday 4th December 2019
KICK OFF 7.45PM

Proud Match Ball Sponsor

/j“'\ BuildingRestorationsLtd

Specialist Building Contractors

www.buildingrestorations.co.uk/




Today’s Teams

Slimbridge AFC

Larkhall Athletic

Lewis Adams 1 Shaun Semmens
Aaron Nesbeth 2 Jaiden Savery
Will Peck 3 Dan Restorick
Mike Ford 4 Jack Camm
Christien Turner 5 Mike Baker (c)
Joel White © 6 Tom Warren
Jack Horrell 7 Alex Lambert
Myron Turner 8 Dale Evans

Rhys Sarson 9 Harry Hope
Ryan Beckinsale 10 Lewis Powell
James Spruce 11 Thomas Hillman
Dion Chambers 12 Jack Dancey
Jamie Martin 13

Leighton Tuodolo 14 Wayne Nderemani
Korey Pring 15 Charlie Wiles-Richards
Ethan Dunbar 16 Neil Arndale
Theo Maye 17

Adam Price 18

Managers:

Lee Driver-Dickerson Phil Bater

Alex Lumsden Neil Arndale
Physios:

James Watson Elise Denner
Referee: Assistants:

Jack Clench Michael Halford

James Hooper




This Week’s Fixtures

Tue 03 Dec 19

19:45 Bideford v Evesham United
19:45 Bristol Manor Farm v Thatcham Town

19:30  Paulton Rovers v Willand Rovers

Wed 04 Dec 19

19:45  Slimbridge v Larkhall Athletic

Sat 07 Dec 19

15:00 Barnstaple Town v Melksham Town
15:00 Basingstoke Town v Bideford

15:00 Frome Town v Winchester City
15:00 Highworth Town v Thatcham Town
15:00 Mangotsfield United v AFC Totton
15:00 Moneyfields v Evesham United
15:00 Paulton Rovers v Bristol Manor Farm
15:00 Sholing v Larkhall Athletic

15:00 Slimbridge v Cirencester Town

15:00 Willand Rovers v Cinderford Town



Our Sponsors

Slimbridge would like to acknowledge their gratitude to the following
organisations and people for their generous support during this and

past seasons.

Ellis Transport

Furniture Factory Outlets

RVS
Rose & Alan Carter

ABS
M.S. Commercials

Building Restorations Ltd

VMR Autos

Roadrunner Motorcycles

Dilraj

Nikki's Doorstop
Shane Longstreth
Kingshill Takeaway
A.S. Motors

Cellar Supplies
Marlen Motors
The Pulse

Capones

Prospect Autobodies
CYT Gym

Avon Displays

UHL Sport

Coles Electrical

A & R Scafolding
Bateman Sports
KJS Construction
Mackay Transport

www.ellistransportltd.co.uk
www.ffoglos.co.uk
www.refusevehiclesolutions.co.uk/

www.abs-radiantheating.co.uk/
01453 899250
www.buildingrestorations.co.uk/
www.vmrautos.co.uk
www.roadrunnermotorcycles.co.uk
01453 543472

01453 542244

01453 545745
www.kingshillkebab.co.uk/
01453 890870
www.cellarsupplies.co.uk/
01453 547835
www.pulsedursley.co.uk/

07753 487252
www.prospectautobodies.co.uk/
www.cytfitness.co.uk/
www.avondisplays.com/
www.uhlsport.com/en
www.Electtest.co.uk

01453 899817
www.batemanssports.co.uk/
www.kjsconstruction.com/contact.html



Our Sponsors

Old Down Country Park  www.olddownestate.co.uk/country-park/

The Tudor Arms www.thetudorarms.co.uk/
Blue 8 Security www.b8s.info/

Mr Fixings

Kordy's Carpets 01453 890626

Build It 01453 890578

Toolstation www.toolstation.com/

If you would like to become a sponsor or would like further
information on how you may be able to help the club please see
Stuart Goddard or Barry Gay for details. Every little bit really
does help.

COMPUTER PROBLEMS?

BT MICROSOFT & APPLE SERVICED & REPAIRED ONSITE
HARD DRIVES REPLACED : NEW SCREENS FITTED
Microsoft MEMORY UPGRADES & VIRUS REMOVAL

BRAND NEW & USED WINDOWS 7 & 10 LAPTOPS & PC’S ALSO

IMACS & MACBOOKS ALL READY TO GO WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

VISIT OUR SHOP IN GEORGE STREET, NAILSWORTH, (OPPOSITE MORRISONS)

NAILSWORTH COMPUTER SALES & REPAIR SHOP

01453 832151

www.nailsworthcomputers.com = sales@nailsworthcomputers.com

ICELEBRATING 25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!!!



http://www.olddownestate.co.uk/country-park/

Our Visitors Today

Larkhall Athletic Football Club dates from 1914. In 1951, after a
break through the 1940s, the club regained access to its home at
Plain Ham following a plea to the City of Bath Council to return
Plain Ham to a sports field. It had been turned over to allotments
during WW II. Since then, it has gone from strength to strength,
achieving the status in 2004 as a Premier Club and in 2008 as an
FA Charter Standard Community Club; the first club to achieve
this recognition in Bath. This status was renewed in 2011 and
2014.

Initially the club rented the Plain Ham match by match. It offered
a sloping pitch, a timber hut for changing and a single tin bath for
washing, a nearby standpipe providing the water source. In 1962
a cricket team was formed and the club became Larkhall Sports
Club. Around the same time the then Bath City Council granted
the club a long lease on the ground at Plain Ham. Erection of a
small club house began in 1965.

In 1975 the main football pitch at Plain Ham was levelled to
create a surface suitable for senior football. In 1983 the club
house and changing rooms were doubled in size and in 1989 the
club purchased adjoining land at Pows Field which today is
seldom used for matches, but provides a valuable space for
overflow parking on match days, mid-week training, pre-match
warm-ups and social events.

In 1996, aided by a Lottery Grant, the club further extended its
club house, enlarging the changing rooms, incorporating secure
storage, a laundry and a kitchen and improving access and
disabled facilities. In 2004 Plain Ham was re-levelled, drainage
improved and floodlights installed, all with the help of the
Football Stadia Improvement Fund.



Our Visitors Today

At the same time the car park was extended and new floodlights
installed on what was a training area in front of the club house
and is now leased to the City of Bath Petanque Club.

In 2005, with tremendous financial support from the local
community and members past and present, the club completed
the purchase of Plain Ham from the Bath and North East
Somerset Local Authority.

In 2007 the hard standing was increased in size and in 2008 it
was further extended to border three sides of the pitch and to
incorporate a protected walkway from the changing rooms. At
the same time the existing covered viewing area was tripled in
size and 55 seats installed; an additional 45 seats were added in
2009 and a further 55 in 2013.

In 2011 the hard standing was further extended to completely
surround the pitch. At the same time substantial ground work
was undertaken to stabilise the far corner of the pitch: new
fencing was installed, new safety rails were constructed in front
of the stand, a turnstile was created at the entrance and new
lighting was connected. To address ongoing drainage problems
the pitch was gravel banded from across the pitch. Funding from
the Football Stadia Improvement Fund helped towards this work.

Late in 2011 the club was successful with applications for funding
to Sport England and the Football Stadia Improvement Fund for
new changing rooms, and to remodel the clubhouse to provide
improved toilets and hospitality facilities for spectators and
visiting officials. The formal opening of the re-vamped and
extended facilities was celebrated with guest of honour the
Mayor of Bath, Councillor Malcolm Lees, on 16 August 2013.
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In late 2013, friends of the club contributed to more facility
improvements that had been identified in order to satisfy Grade
E of the FA Grading requirements. These included additional
seats, more covered standing, improved turnstiles and new
outside toilets. This was completed ahead of the 31 March 2014
deadline enabling us to accept promotion in what was our
double winning centenary year. Further facility improvements
enabled us to satisfy the Grade D requirements. Half of the
funding for this work came from the Football Stadia
Improvement Fund.

In 2014 we celebrated our centenary year with gusto. Our
performances on the field provided a wonderful backdrop, our
manager was selected as Manager of the Year by the Western
League, we were treated to a marvellous reception in the
Guildhall Bath hosted jointly by the Mayor of Bath and the
Chairman of BANES Council, we enjoyed a wonderful evening
with the great Gordon Banks at the Oriel Hall, Larkhall and
returned to the Guildhall for our Centenary Dinner in September
2014 where the Chairman of BANES Council was our guest of
honour.

On 18 Jul 15 two international standard petanque terrains were
opened at the club, marking the start of what we hope will be a
productive and mutually beneficial relationship with the City of
Bath Petanque club, who have established their headquarters at
the club.

On the pitch the club boasts a long list of honours. In its early
days the club lead the way in the local Bath and District Saturday
League and in Somerset Junior Football where the club was pre-
eminent for many seasons before advancing to senior football.
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Since then the club secured the Somerset Senior Cup in seasons
in 1975-76 and 2003-04, the Western League First Division
Championship in 1988-89 and 2008-09, the Western League
Premier Division Championship in 2010-11 and the Western
League double - Premier Division Championship and Les Phillips
Cup —in 2013-14. The Larks reached the last 16 of the FA Vase
three seasons in succession.

In 2014 we accepted promotion to the Southern League. Our
first season was a huge success and we reached the play-offs
before losing in the play-off final to Stratford Town. We also
enjoyed a wonderful FA Cup campaign defeating Merthyr Town
and Truro City both away before losing at Gosport Borough, then
of the FA Conference, in a replay.

The 2014-15 season produced successes for the Reserve team
that just missed out on promotion to the Premier Division of the
Somerset County Football League and the Women’s team won
the Somerset FA County Cup at their third appearance in the
final. In 2015-16 they repeated the performance, defeating
Keynsham Town 4-1. In the same season the men’s team
reached the final of the Somerset Premier Cup, losing 2-1 to
Wells City at Taunton FC. In the league we finished in 11™
position.

In October 2016 Wayne Thorne opted to stand down from his
managerial role and was replaced by his assistant Geraint Bater
who was in turn assisted by Neil Arndale. Unfortunately work
and family priorities led Geraint to an early decision to relinquish
his role only to be replaced by father Phil in January 2017. In
2017-18 Phil had been joined by Neil Arndale in the dug-out. We
finished in 15" position and reached the semi-final of the
Southern League cup, losing on penalties at Didcot Town.
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On our journey to the semi-final we took the very creditable
scalp of Weymouth Town, away under lights on a damp night in
early January.

For season 2018-19 the Southern League was restructured to
comprise two Premier Divisions — Central and South which are at
step 3 of the National League System (NLS) and two regional
divisions: Division One Central and Division One South which are
at step 4 of the NLS. For us the revamped Division One South
proved a highly competitive Division with a strong contingent of
clubs that we had known for many years in the Western League
and FA Vase. We eventually finished in 13" position, only 1
point lower than the 10%" place finishers AFC Totton.

The women’s team progressed from the South West Women's
Premier League which they won in 2013, to the FA Women's
Premier League South West Division One which is at the fourth
level of the Women’s football pyramid. In 2018-19 the Ladies
finished in 7% position in this division. Nicola O’Connell, the
leading light of the women’s team for more than 10 years, in
2017-18 received the prestigious award of Women’s Player of
the Year from the Women’s Premier League, Southern Division.
Her award was richly deserved and is a massive credit to her and
the club.

The youth section continues to prosper, and we now cover 12
year groups including a girls’ section. In May 2019 we enjoyed
another successful six-a-side tournament involving 25 local clubs,
1000 players, 13 age groups and over 250 games of football
played, all on Plain Ham.
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The award of Somerset FA Charter Standard Community Club of
the Season for 2014-15 and the successful continuing health
checks on our Standard Charter status in large measure is a
tribute to the dedication of the youth section of the club.

In 2019 the Larkhall Athletic Supporters’ Club was formally
launched. It encourages and enables supporters and friends of
the Larks to contribute to the operation and development of the
club. It has already demonstrated its value and future potential
by taking ownership of our merchandising efforts, supporting our
Family Fun Day in July 2019 and contributing productively to the
close season maintenance and development activities.

In the 2018-19 close season we have pulled out all the stops to
completely re-model the clubhouse. The upgraded and updated
facilities includes a refitted kitchen with all new appliances, an
enlarged and completely re-decorated interior with modern
lighting, an enlarged front door to cope with modern disability
chairs, new flooring and new furniture which will provide us with
a comfortable and contemporary home for many seasons to
come. We are most grateful to Tom Gilbert for taking the lead
and to the skilled construction team of PT Masonry.

In 2008 Larkhall Sports Club was recognised as the BANES Club of
the Year by the Chairman of BANES Council. In December 2011
we were selected by our local paper, the Bath Chronicle, as the
local sports team of the year; quite an honour given the richness
of the local competition. In 2011, two of the club's longest
serving officials were recognised by the Somerset County FA.
Tony Grace received the award of Somerset County FA Volunteer
of the Year and Phil Tiley was presented with a Somerset County
FA Long Service Award.
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In 2012 the Somerset FA added Clive Burge to our hall of fame by
recognising his 'Outstanding Contribution to Community
Football’, one of the top awards available to the County FA. In
2014 we were once again selected by the local paper for an
award this time as Senior Team of the Year. In 2015 we were
selected by the Somerset FA as the County’s Charter Standard
Community Club of the year.

This season will be our sixth in the Southern League. We are now
an established member of the Southern League community and
tie our ambitions to progression through the League, although
an FA Cup run would be richly appreciated.
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Playing Squad

Shaun Semmens (28) Goalkeeper. An athletic shot-stopper, Shaun
signed for the Larks in January 2017 from Mangotsfield United,
having started his career playing for Godolphin Atlantic in Cornwall.
He was awarded man of the match twice in his first 5 games for the
Larks.

Mike Baker (25) Defender; club captain. A left-footed centre-half
with a big presence, Mike transferred to the Larks from Yate Town
in 2017. A schoolboy at Bristol Rovers, his other previous clubs
include Mangotsfield United and Odd Down.

Alfie Clarke (19) Defender. Alfie rejoins the Larks after spells on loan
from Bristol Rovers. A left-sided full back who likes to forge forward.

Josh Jones (23) Defender. An imposing and consistent centre-half,
Josh signed for the Larks from Mangotsfield in 2017. He has also
played for Clevedon and Cribbs.

Wayne Nderemani (19). Defender/wing back. Wayne is a 2018
signing for the Larks, a tenacious and lively full-back who can also
play as a winger. He joined the Larks from the Bath City Academy.

Dan Restorick — (21) Defender/midfield. Dan is a product of the
Larkhall ul8s side who scored on his first team debut in 2016 and
had had a very successful spell in New Zealand last season. He can
play at defence or in midfield.

Jaiden Savery (23) Defender. Jaiden has come through the Larks’ u-
18s and Reserves sides and joins the first team on a dual reg basis
with Odd Down.
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Tom Warren (31) Defender. A very experienced centre-half, Tom
signed from Melksham in November 2019. He was at Mangotsfield
for a number of years and has also played for Yate Town.

Geraint Bater (39) Midfielder. Bates is a central midfielder with a
fine pedigree who started out at Bristol Rovers and has also played
for Newport County as well as a number of Southern League sides.
He become the Larks’ assistant manager in November 2015, and
was first team manager from October 2016-January 2017.

Matt Britton (24) Midfield. Ginge is a robust presence at the heart
of the midfield who can also fill in at central defence. He joined the
Larks from Western League side Cadbury Heath in 2017. He was our
joint second top scorer in his first season.

Jack Camm (26) Midfield. Busy and versatile midfielder Jack makes a
welcome return after a few years’ absence. He has also played for
Yate Town and Cinderford.

Jack Dancey (22) Midfield. Jack is a versatile defender/midfielder
whose last club was Whitley Bay. He has also featured for English
Colleges and Durham University.

Dale Evans (32) Midfield. Dale is a very experienced and sought
after central midfielder who signed in 2019 from Paulton Rovers.
Other previous clubs include Mangotsfield Utd, Taunton Town, Yate
Town, Cinderford Town and Newport County.

Harry Hope (25). Midfield/forward. A new signing in the 2018-19
season, Harry is an attacking midfielder, strong in possession, who
can play as a centre-forward or on the wing. Previous clubs include
Cardiff Met University and Nailsea United.
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Alex Lambert (28) Midfield. A fast and strong left-sided winger, Alex
joined the Larks in 2016 from Brislington where he featured in the
side that reached the FA Cup 1st round. Previous clubs also include
Mangotsfield United and Yate Town. Second top scorer in the 2017-
18 season.

Cory Simpson (26) Midfield/forward. A quick and creative winger,
Cory makes a welcome return to the Larks having made a big
impression in the 2017-18 season, since when he has played for
Salisbury and Evesham United.

Thomas Hillman (19) Forward. Our most recent signing, Tom is a
tricksy striker who began his career at Newport County before
moving to Mangotsfield Utd.

Mitchell Page (31) Centre-forward. A powerful presence in our front
line, Mitchell is a very experienced Southern League forward. His
previous clubs include Weston-super-Mare, Frome Town,
Mangotsfield United, Paulton, and Yate Town. Scored twice in his
first three Larks games.

Brad Norris (25) Striker. Hard-working forward Brad returned to the
Larks in 2019 after spells at Bath City, Melksham and Frome Town.

Lewis Powell (31) Striker. Lewis is a 2018 signing who needs no
introduction to the non-league scene. A proven goal-scorer, after
starting his career at Bristol Rovers he also played for Mangotsfield
Utd, Taunton Town, Chippenham Town, Weston-super-Mare, and
Evesham United. Larks’ Golden Boot winner last season.
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Charlie Wiles-Richards (18) Striker. Having impressed pre-season,
energetic forward Charlie has signed from the Bath City Academy.
His dad Shaun played for the Larks for many years.

Management

Phil Bater — manager. Phil enjoyed a tremendous playing career at
higher levels, including Bristol Rovers, Brentford, Wrexham and
Cardiff City, as well as turning out for Wales u-21s. He has managed
a number of clubs, notably Bristol Rovers, Mangotsfield United, and
Clevedon. He joined the Larks in January 2017.

Neil Arndale — assistant manager/defender. Arnie joined the Larks
as assistant manager from Mangotsfield United in 2015 on the back
of a superb career at Bristol Rovers and Cirencester Town (and the
England ul6 and ul8 teams).

Rob York — kit manager. Rob has been a loyal fixture at Plain Ham
for many years, as a player, assistant manager of the Reserves, and
now kit manager for the 1st team. He knows both the club and the
local football scene inside out.

Elise Denner — physio. Elise has a BSc in Sports Rehabilitation and a
level 2 certificate in Pre-Hospital Immediate Care in Sport.



DRAGON ALFA

Dragon Alfa Cement

The Cement Terminal
Sharpness Docks
Sharpness
Gloucestershire
GL13 QUX
Telephone: (01453) 811587
Fax: (01453) 811953



Fixtures 2019-20

Sat 10 Aug 19
Sat 17 Aug 19
Wed 21 Aug 19
Sat 24 Aug 19
Wed 28 Aug 19
Sat 31 Aug 19
Tue 03 Sep 19
Tue 10 Sep 19
Sat 14 Sep 19
Sat 21 Sep 19
Tue 24 Sep 19
Sat 28 Sep 10
Wed 02 Oct 19
Sat 05 Oct 19
Sat 12 Oct 19
Sat 19 Oct 19
Sat 16 Nov 19
Tue 19 Nov 19
Sat 23 Nov 19
Sat 30 Nov 19
Wed 04 Dec 19
Sat 07 Dec 19
Sat 14 Dec 19
Sat 21 Dec 19
Thu 26 Dec 19

BetVictor Southern League Division One South

15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00
19:45
15:00
19:45
19:45
15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00
19:45
15:00
15:00
15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00
15:00
19:45
15:00
15:00
15:00
13:00

Edgware Town
Melksham Town
Highworth Town
Burnham

Evesham United
Basingstoke Town
Burnham
Cheltenham Town
Barnstaple Town
Mangotsfield United
Frome Town
Mangotsfield United
Yate Town
Bideford

AFC Totton
Paulton Rovers
Winchester City
Bristol Manor Farm
Willand Rovers
Sholing

Larkhall Athletic
Cirencester Town
Thatcham Town
AFC Totton
Cinderford Town
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Fixtures 2019-20

BetVictor Southern League Division One South

Wed 01Jan20 15:00 Evesham United H League
Sat 04 Jan 20 15:00 Highworth Town A League
Sat 11 Jan 20 15:00 Melksham Town H League
Sat 18 Jan 19 15:00 Mangotsfield United A League
Sat 25 Jan 20 15:00 Barnstaple Town H League
Sat 01 Feb20  15:00 Bideford A League
Sat08 Feb20 15:00 FromeTown H League
Sat 15 Feb 20  15:00 Paulton Rovers A League
Sat22 Feb20 15:00 Moneyfields H League
Sat 29 Feb 20  15:00 Larkhall Athletic A League
Sat 07 Mar 20 15:00 Winchester City H League
Tue 10 Mar 20 19:45 Moneyfields A League
Sat 14 Mar 20  15:00 Willand Rovers A League
Sat 21 Mar20 15:00 Sholing H League
Sat 28 Mar 20  15:00 Basingstoke Town A League
Sat 04 Apr20  15:00 Bristol Manor Farm H League
Sat 11 Apr 20 15:00 AFCTotton A League
Mon 13 Apr 20 15:00 Cinderford Town H League
Sat 18 Apr20 15:00 Thatcham Town H League
Sat 25 Apr 20 15:00 Cirencester Town A League



Fixtures 2019-20

Mon 02 Sep 19
Thu 12 Sep 19
Mon 16 Sep 19
Mon 23 Sep 19
Mon 30 Sep 19
Tue 08 0ct 19
Mon 14 Oct 19
Mon 21 Oct 19
Mon 18 Nov 19
Wed 04 Dec 19
Tue 10 Dec 19
Sun 15 Dec 19
Thu 19 Dec 19

Mon 06 Jan 20
Mon 13 Jan 20
Thu 23 Jan 20
Mon 27 Jan 19
Mon 03 Feb 20
Mon 10 Feb 20
Wed 19 Feb 20
Mon 24 Feb 20
Tue 03 Mar 20
Wed 11 Mar 20

Cheltenham Youth League (U18)

19:45
19:45
19:45
19:45
19:45
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
14:00
19:30

19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30
19:30

Malvern Town

Chipping Sodbury T
New College Swindon
Cinderford Town
Chippenham Town

Tuffley Rovers
Bath City
Tuffley Rovers
Dursley Town
Westfields
Bishops Cleeve

Wickwar Wanderers

Longlevens

Evesham United
Lydney Town
Bishops Cleeve
Longlevens
Westfields

Cheltenham Town
Chipping Sodbury T
Chipping Sodbury T

Cinderford Town
Lydney Town
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Fixtures 2019-20

Sun 08 Sep 19
Sun 15 Sep 19
Sun 22 Sep 19
Sun 29 Sep 19
Sun 06 Oct 19

Sun 200ct 19

Sun 27 Oct 19
Sun 03 Nov 19
Sun 10 Nov 19
Sun 17 Nov 19
Sun 24 Nov 19

Sun 01 Dec 19
Sun 08 Dec 19

Sun 15 Dec 10
Sun 22 Dec 19
Sun 05 Jan 20
Sun 12 Jan 20
Sun 09 Feb 20
Sun 01 Mar 20

Cheltenham Youth League (U17)

14:00
14:00
14:00
14:00
14:00

14:00

14:00
14:00
14:00
14:00
14:00

14:00
14:00

14:00
14:00
14:00
14:00
14:00
14:30

Bishops Cleeve

Swindon Village

Frampton

Charlton Rovers
Leckhampton Rovers

(Falcons)

Churchdown Panthers

Dursley Town

Longlevans (Tigers)
Churchdown Panthers
Gloucester City (U18)
Leckhampton Rovers

(Falcons)
Southside Star

Leckhampton Rovers

(Lions)

Cirencester Town
FC Barrometrics

GVR Chalford

Broadwell Amateurs
Abbeymead Rovers
Longlevans (Tigers)
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Visit Our Snack Hut by the Clubhouse for your
Hot food and drink today!

Tea, Coffee £1.00
Bovril, Soup £1.20
Hot Chocolate £1.20
Chips £1.50
Cheesy Chips £2.50
Bacon Roll £2.00
Burger £2.50
Sausage and Chips £3.00
Cheese Burger £3.00
Burger and Chips £3.50
Hotdog and Chips £3.50
Cheese Burger and Chips £4.00
SPECIALS
Bacon Cheese Burger £3.00
Kids Meal Deal:

Hot Dog or Burger with chips,

plus fruit shoot £3.00

Beer, Lager, Cider, Soft drinks, Crisps, Nuts and Chocolate available in
the clubhouse

‘The best Bacon Burgers in Gloucestershire’ (BBC Radio Gloucester)

Predict The Score

This week’s ‘Predict The Score’ Jackpot is

£300

For a pound stake, it’s got to be worth a shot!
See Jackie behind the bar for your ticket




Swans on the Road!

Saturday 14 December 2019, 3.00pm
Thatcham Town v Slimbridge

Waterside Park, Crookham Hill, Thatcham, Berkshire, RG19
4PA

SLIMBRIDGE

ms. commesrRo
SERrRVICES LT
Unit 0, Winion foad Buninvam ow Rog

P R it

The Complete
Refuse Vehicle




Match Reports

Slimbridge 0-1 Willand Rovers
Saturday 23" November 2019

Organised Willand side defeat Swans

The Slimbridge management team kept faith with the same
starting line-up that secured a point at Bristol Manor Farm in
mid-week, Araron Nesbeth returned to the bench replacing Dean
Turner after a long layoff through injury.

The home side started brightly Myron Turner heading straight at
keeper Mark Searle from Jack Horrell’'s cross. A couple of
minutes later Dan King got a shot away but fired it into the arms
of Searle.

Lewis Adams in the Slimbridge goal did well to stop William
Richards shot from the edge of the box as the visitors started to
get into the game. At the other end Horrell sent in a free kick
from the left which Will Peck headed goal wards but Searle was
in the right place to make the save.

On 24 minutes Willand hit the home side on the break, Callum
Hall sending a delightful through ball for Dean Stamp to run onto
and tuck past the advancing Adams to give the visitors the lead.
The home side had the opportunity to draw level three minutes
later when Myron Turner on the left pushed the ball into the box
for Ryan Beckinsale who fired over from 10 yards out.

The well organised visiting side continued to press in search of a
second goal, Craig Veal forcing a save from Adams on 35 minutes
and four minutes later Veal again tested Adams, the follow up
was expertly cleared away by Korey Pring with Adams stranded.



Match Reports

Just before the break Stamp found Veal in space on the right but
his first time shot sailed over the bar.

Slimbridge made a change at half time, Aaron Nesbeth replacing
King on the right side of defence. It was again Willand that made
the early advances in the second half Hall chasing a through ball
that was claimed well by Adams.

A couple of minutes later Horrell’s free kick fell straight to Searle
in the visitor’'s box. On the hour Pring was called into action
clearing Rob Norrish’s dangerous cross into the box. Stamp then
forced a save from Adams a few moments later and then Adams
did well to save a free kick fired into his near post from the right.

After some good build up play by Slimbridge from the back Ryan
Beckinsale’s effort from 20 yards out went over the bar. On 74
minutes the home side were unlucky not to equalise, Horrells
corner to the far post was headed across the goal striking the far
post and cleared away by the visitors defence.

Late on Slimbridge chasing for an equaliser has a couple of half
chances Peck heading wide then in injury time Adam Price’s shot
was well saved by Searle.



Match Reports

Next up for the Swans is a visit to Sholing in Hampshire on
Saturday before hosting Larkhall Athletic next Wednesday 4™
December kick off 7:45pm at Thornhill Park.

Slimbridge: Adams, King (Nesbeth 46), Peck, Chambers (Maye
59), White, Pring, Horrell (Dunbar 78), Beckinsale, Sarson, Price,
M Turner

Subs not used: C Turner, Ford

Attendance: 101

Supporter’s man of the match: Lewis Adams



Match Reports

Sholing 3-1 Slimbridge
Saturday 30" November 2019

Swans throw away first half lead with Jekyll and Hyde
performance

Slimbridge dominated much of the first half and if it wasn’t for
the heroics of home goal keeper Ryan Gosney, the visitors would
have been three or four goals up by half time. The Swans gained
a corner in the first minute after Rhys Sarson’s shot was
deflected wide. Will Peck headed the corner goal ward only for
Gosney to tip the ball over the bar.

The visitors took the lead on 7 minutes, James Spruce burst into
the box and was fouled just as he was about to shoot and
awarded a penalty, Jack Horrell stepped up and sent the keeper
Gosney the wrong way.

On 16 minutes Ryan Beckinsale hit a 25 yard shot heading just
inside the post but again Gosney was there to push the ball
around the post to deny the visitors. Two minutes later
Beckinsale launched a shot over the bar after a great team move
from the middle of the park.

It was then Sarson’s turn to test the home keeper, firing a shot
destined for the top corner from just outside the box however
Gosney somehow got his hand to the ball and tipped it over as
the Swans dominated the play. Aaron Nesbeth returning from a
long injury layoff found space on the right and delivered a cross
into the box for Beckinsale to head straight at Gosney. Spruce
then chased a Beckinsale through ball into the box however
Gosney managed to block the ball despite cries for a second
penalty.
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With just over 5 minutes of the first half remaining the Swans
were lucky not to concede when Jake Hoole on the left found Lee
Wort in space at the back post with a pin point cross. Wort
heading the ball against the post and out for a goal kick.

The second half was a completely different game, Sholing came
out fired up with the Swans looking like a bunch of strangers on
the pitch. An early home side free kick from Alex Sawyer hit the
wall as the visitors failed to get into their stride after such a
strong first half performance.

Another free kick to the home side 30 yards out on 58 minutes
was struck under the wall taking a deflection in the box for Stuart
Green to tap into the net past Lewis Adams. With Slimbridge
trying to hit the home side on the break with long balls forward,
Spruce escaped down the right into space but his effort hit the
side netting.

With 15 minutes remaining Sawyer’s shot from outside of the
box flew over Adams crossbar before Beckinsale’s shot flew wide
from the edge of the box at the other end. With four minutes
remaining Sholing took the lead Wort fired a cross from the right
wing into the path of Bradley Targett who made no mistake from
15 yards striking the ball just inside the post out of Adams reach.

To compound a miserable second half for the visitors in injury
time, Adams chased the ball as it was being played around the
inside of the box by the opposition and was judged to have
bundled an opponent over while try to get to the ball. The
referee awarding a penalty which was duly dispatched by Daniel
Mason. The final play of the game saw Sarson’s free kick on the
left fly straight into the arms of Gosney.
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Slimbridge must now regroup for a busy week at Thronhill Park
where they entertain Larkhall Athletic on Wednesday evening
and then Cirencester Town next Saturday.

Slimbridge: Adams, Nexbeth, Peck, Ford, White, C Turner, Horrell
(King 74), M Turner, Sarson, Beckinsale (Martin 89), Spruce
(Tuodolo 83)

Unused subs: Pring, Maye

Attendance: 81



Our History

In The Beginning

The Gloucestershire village of Slimbridge is world renowned for
its Bird Sanctuary, but in recent years much hard work has gone
into making Slimbridge better known in football circles.

The Club’s history can be traced back to the 1899/1900 season
playing in local football at various venues in and around the
village. A gap in the records suggests there may have been a
couple of seasons when no games were played, and thus,
officially, the Club’s centenary was celebrated in 2002/03.

It was not until 1951 that the current ground at Wisloe Road was
acquired, after a former player, Evi Thornhill, bequeathed it to
the Club in his Will. For the next forty-odd years the Club were
predominantly members of the Stroud and District League with
varying degrees of success and failure, except for a period
between 1960 and 1968 when they were in the Gloucester
Northern Senior League.

Point Of Collapse

By 1988, a point of collapse approached, but fortunately, a
handful of committee members led by Gordon King and Gordon
Tudor kept the Club afloat. The following season local
businessman Paul Chappell arrived. The Club was stabilised and
construction of new changing facilities, to County League
standard, were completed.

Start Of A New Reign

As playing standards improved, the building of a long awaited
Social Club commenced in the 1998/99 season. The following
year saw the introduction of John Mack, a successful local
entrepreneur, as Chairman. In the summer of 2001, Doug Gray
was appointed Manager.


http://www.wwt.org.uk/centre/122/slimbridge.html

Our History

After achieving the Runners-up spot in their first season in the
Gloucester County League, the club were accepted into the
Hellenic League. Hellenic Division One West was won by an
eleven point margin in 2002/03 and with it, promotion to the
Hellenic Premier Division, where a creditable fourth place finish
was achieved in 2003/04. In a marvelous season the club also
claimed the Hellenic ‘Norman Matthews’ Floodlit Cup and the
G.F.A. Challenge Trophy.

Arrival Of Floodlights

The summer of 2003 saw the floodlights installed. A pre-season
visit from Conference side Forest Green Rovers on 22nd July,
produced a then ground record attendance of 427 to witness the
inaugural floodlit game at Wisloe Road.

A few weeks later on Sunday 24th August, that ground record
was beaten at a Bank Holiday Hellenic Premier Division fixture
that was part of the 2003/04 annual ‘Ground Hop’ weekend.
Local rivals Shortwood United provided the opposition in front of
a crowd of 525.

Season 2004/05 again saw a fourth place finish in the Hellenic
Premier Division, along with a first entry into the F.A. Vase
competition which resulted in a useful run to the third round
proper before a 2-1 extra time defeat at ‘Screwfix’ Western
League side Backwell United concluded an enjoyable campaign.
Sadly, in the February, Gray stood down after nearly four
seasons at the helm of the club.

The club started season 2005/06 under newly appointed
Manager Doug Foxwell. A first entry into the F.A. cup saw a visit
from Wessex League side Wimborne Town.
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A 1-0 defeat did not dampen the sense of occasion on the first
day of the season. A second successful run in the F.A. Vase again
came to an end in the Third Round Proper, with a 3-1 defeat at
South Midland Premier, Welwyn Garden City. After a record-
breaking 64 game season, the team managed a fifth place finish
in the Hellenic Premier Division. The club also won the Hellenic
‘Norman Matthews’ Floodlit Cup and the GFA Challenge Trophy,
both for the second time in three seasons.

Reserves Make Headway

After two successive third place finishes in the Stroud and
District League First Division, season 2005/06 saw the Reserve
side finally win the title and with it, promotion to the Gloucester
Northern Senior League Division Two. This was the same League
title that the first team won in season 1998/99 which proved the
springboard for five successive first team promotions.

Rise To New Heights

Season 2006/07 proved the most successful in the Club’s history
to date, with both the First Team and Reserve side recording
League and Cup doubles, with the added bonus of record-
breaking F. A. Cup and Vase runs for the senior side as well.

In the F.A. Cup, a five match run from the Extra-Preliminary
Round finished at Merthyr Tydfil in the Third Qualifying Round.
Along the way there were memorable wins against two other
Southern Premier sides, 2-1 at Yate Town and 3-1 at home to
Chippenham Town.

It was six matches in the F.A. Vase before defeat was tasted, the
run ending in the Fifth Round Proper at home to the eventual
winners, Truro City.
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In the Hellenic Premier Division, a solid start was established.
Due to the Cup runs, and then bad weather, which led to a
record number of postponements during the subsequently
extended season, half a seasons fixtures had to be played in the
final two months. A tremendous effort saw the Club bring the
Championship Shield to Wisloe Road, the winning margin being
three points over second placed North Leigh.

There was a rousing performance in the G.F.A. Trophy Final
against Almondsbury Town. A 3-1 victory not only retained the
Trophy, but recorded a third success in four seasons in that
competition.

The Reserve side had an early success in the Gloucester Northern
Senior League Cup with a 2-0 win against Division One Tuffley
Rovers. This saw confidence rise and they went on to break a
Gloucestershire Northern Senior League record in winning
Division Two with a Played 30, Won 30 record.

Promotion To The Southern League

Alongside the playing success, progress in the improvement of
facilities allowed the First Team to be accepted into the BGB
Southern League Division One Midlands for Season 2007/08, the
highest level that the Club have ever operated at.

Return To A New Beginning

On July 10th 2007 the club decided not to take up the
opportunity of playing in the BGB Southern League Division One
Midlands for Season 2007/08, instead the club reverted back to
the Gloucester Northern Senior League. This meant a big
upheaval in the club both on and off the field with the manager
Doug Foxwell and several senior players moving on the pastures
new.
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However a loyal band of players stayed on including James Cole
taking over as player manager with assistance from long term
club captain Leon Sterling.

Climb Back Up The Ladder

Four promotions followed as the club regained their previous
status. The reins where handed over to Leon Sterling, who
moved into the Manager's role, joined by Assistant and long time
Slimbridge stalwart Freddy Ward. The two have guided the side
to a very respectable sixth and fifth place in their first two
seasons back in the Hellenic Premier.

Switching Leagues

After three top six finishes in the Hellenic Premier League, The
Swans applied for a transfer to the Toolstation Western Premier
League, a move approved by the FA in the Summer of 2013.

Return To The Southern League

After two seasons in the Toolstation Western Premier League, a
third place finish at the end of the 2014/15 season gave the
Swans a second opportunity to return to the Southern Football
League. This time the club accepted the offer and took their
place in the South and West division finishing a credible 18th.

Welcome To Thornhill Park

At the start of the 2016-17 season prior to our annual freindly
fixture with neighbours Forest Green Rovers, the football ground
in Wisloe Road was renamed in honour of the gift in 1960 from
former Chairman Evi Thornhill of the land the club still occupies
to this day.
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Evi's son, Tony and his wife Margaret were on hand to cut the
ceremonial ribbon, and Tony made a short heartfelt speech
about how much the renaming meant to him and the entire
Thornhill family, and how honoured they were that the football
club had recognised their father in this way.

Changes On The Bench

After a run of poor results the club parted company with
manager Leon Sterling in December 2016, his assistant Freddy
Ward taking up the post initially on a caretaker basis. Freddy
continued in the role for the following season bringing in Lee
Driver-Dickerson as his assistant and former Gloucester City
player Lee Smith as player coach.

After tough year, just avoiding relegation Freddy Ward stepped
down as first team manager at the end of the 2017/18 season.
Driver-Dickerson taking up the reigns with Cheltenham youth
coach Dave Strain as his assistant.

Progression Through Youth

After three tough years of survival in the Southern League the
committee decided to start a new Under 18’s team, entering into
the Midland Floodlit Youth League, Division 1 for the 2018/19
season. The aim was to produce a new crop of Swans to bolster
the first team and provide a platform for local players to
progress into Southern League Football

The move was a resounding success, seven of the Under 18
players stepping up to first team football during the season and
Lewis Adams taking the number one jersey for the majority of
the season.
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Another step forward

At the start of the 2019/20 season the clubs fifth in the Southern
League, further progress is being made on the pitch. Alex
Lumsden an academy coach at Bristol Rovers and former
Swansea player Dion Chambers joining Lee Driver-Dickerson’s
backroom staff.

The Under 18’s have moved across to a new County based youth
league and the formation of an Under 17 team to bolster the
clubs youthful squad gives an exciting air to the future of the
club.



Swans Pen Pics

Lewis Adams

Lewis is in his second season with the club having progressed through
our U/18s side. A very good goalkeeper who has a bright future ahead
of him.

Joel White
Joel was recruited in the summer from Tuffley Rovers, a strong
defender who will be looking to impress at Thornhill Park this season

Will Peck
Another youngster recruited from Gloucester City in the summer, has
shown

Danny King
Danny is in his second season with us, a young player who can play in
defence or attack, capable of scoring goals, has great potential.

Jacob Waddington
Another success from our U/18s Jacob is a very competitive defender
who is in his second season with the Swans.

Korey Pring

Korey has been a long term injury casualty but has now returned and is
looking as sharp as ever, a good header of the ball, important squad
member.

Joel Letori

Joel has come highly recommended having played for Cardiff Met in the
Welsh Premier League, formerly with Willand Rovers and Cullompton
FC.

Aaron Nesbeth
A 20 year old defender who joined us in the summer from Gloucester
City, Aaron has impressed in pre-season and will be looking to press on.
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Christien Turner
Slimbridge’s player of the year last season, a strong lad with a good
head, reads the game well, a popular figure here at Thornhill Park.

Jack Horrell

Jack has a wealth of experience, formerly with Bishops Cleeve,
Brimscombe & Thrupp and Evesham Utd, a strong midfielder and a
good passer of the ball.

Adam Price

Recently signed from Yate Town, an excellent addition to the squad,
Pricey brings a lot of experience with him, also formerly with
Shortwood Utd.

Ryan Beckinsale

Ryan is a young midfielder and has signed after playing for Fairford
Town last season, has impressed in pre-season and has a big year
ahead of him.

Mike Ford

Mike joins the Swans having played for Bishops Cleeve last season,
another player who has had a good pre-season and will further
strengthen the Swans midfield.

Myron Turner
A popular lad here a Thornhill Park, in his second full season having
previously played for Longlevens FC.

Dean Turner
Club Captain who needs no introduction here at Thornhill Park,
supporters player of the year last season, always gives 100%.

Dion Chambers

Dion has joined us during the summer and has already become a
favourite with the fans, played in Wales for Briton Ferry Fc, has a lot of
skill and will add vital experience to our midfield.
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Ethan Dunbar
Another young player who caught the manager’s eye in our U/18s,
Ethan has plenty of pace and will further strengthen our attack.

Theo Maye

Theo has impressed the managers both in the U/18s and at training and
he will be eager to continue this form in the first team, another young
lad with loads of ability.

Jamie Martin

Another Popular figure here at Thornhill Park, a very loyal player who
has improved with age, Jamie is a regular goal scorer and will be
another looking to impress again this season.

Sol Wanjau-Smith

Sol has joined us in the summer having been scoring regularly for
Cribbs FC in the Western League Premier Division. A pacy winger who
will cause opposition defences plenty of problems.

Leighton Tuodolo

18 yr old striker who did well at Thornbury Town last season, another
who has impressed in pre-season, plenty of pace, looks an exciting
prospect.

Rhys Sarson

Rhys is a new signing for us and has already made a big impression in
preseason, a strong forward player who holds the ball up well, Rhys has
also played for Mansfield Town.
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Lee Driver-Dickerson: Manager

Lee is in his second full season as manager after being assistant to
Freddy Ward in 2017/18, a good motivator who is dedicated to the
cause. Lee will be keen to improve the league position of the Swans this
season after a couple of tough years.

Alex Lumsden: Assistant Manager

Alex has joined us during the summer having had spells at Stonehouse
Town, Brimscombe & Thrupp and Bishops Cleeve. Alex holds a Uefa B
Licence and coaches at Bristol Rovers Academy. He is an excellent
appointment and has already shown a very professional approach in his
work here at Thornhill Park.

Tony Woodward: Sports Therapist

Tony has been with us for very many years and is a popular figure in the
dugout. Keeps threatening to retire but keeps turning up, Tony is also a
qualified football referee

Physio: James Watson

James has joined us this season as an addition to Tony in the treatment
and warm up of players. He has settled in well and we look forward to
working with him this season.
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Club Shop

EST. 1893

BATEMAN'S

A full range of club merchandise is available

online through Bateman’s Sports in Stroud.
(SPORTS) 1.TD

This includes:
e Home & Away Shirts
e Polo shirts
e Training kit
e Base layers
e Winter jackets
e Scarfs*
e Beanie Hats*
e Baseball caps*

*Scarves, and hats are also available for purchase at home matches
See Barry Gay for details.

Order online (Click and collect available) from:
www.batemanssports.co.uk/clubs/afc-slimbridge/



Player Appearances
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Started Subs Goals
Turner 19
White 18
Peck 16
Turner 15
Adams 11
Sarson 11
Beckinsale 11
Tuodolo
Turner
Wanjau-Smith
Ford
Chambers
Horrell
Wright
Richards
Handley
Bloomfield
Goodall
King
Martin
Price
Spurrier
Pring
Nesbeth
Tucker-Dixon
Letori
Waddington
Roach
Spruce
Aitken
Freeman
Hawes
Harper
Giles
Dunbar
Maye
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Goal Scorers
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Wanjau-Smith
Turner
Beckinsale
Sarson
Horrell
Handley
Ford
Martin
Chambers
Bloomfield
Richards
King
Hawes
Dunbar
Price
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Form Guide
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Thatcham Town
Frome Town
Winchester City
Willand Rovers
Cinderford Town
Highworth Town
Paulton Rovers
Sholing

Bristol Manor Farm
Larkhall Athletic
Evesham United
Slimbridge
Mangotsfield United
Bideford
Basingstoke Town
Cirencester Town
Melksham Town
AFC Totton
Moneyfields
Barnstaple Town
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League Table

BetVictor Southern League
Division One South
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2019 - 2020
Team P W D L F A GD
Frome Town 17 11 5 1 39 15 +24
Thatcham Town 13 100 3 0 3% 11 +24
Winchester City 13 8 3 2 29 19 +10
Paulton Rovers 13 8 2 3 31 18 +13
Evesham United 14 7 3 4 29 22 +7
Cinderford Town 13 7 3 3 28 22 +6
Highworth Town 14 6 3 5 22 21 +1
Mangotsfield United 15 6 2 7 23 28 -5
Slimbridge 13 6 1 6 27 26 +1
Bristol Manor Farm 13 5 4 4 20 19 +1
Larkhall Athletic 12 5 4 3 20 19 +1
Willand Rovers 13 5 1 7 20 15 +5
Sholing 12 5 0 7 16 17 -1
Cirencester Town 13 4 1 8 23 24 -1
Bideford 12 4 1 7 19 25 -6
Moneyfields 13 3 4 6 20 28 -8
Melksham Town 13 2 5 6 23 32 -9
AFC Totton 13 3 2 8 18 30 -12
Basingstoke Town 14 2 3 9 18 37 -19
Barnstaple Town 15 2 0 13 12 44 -32

Pts
38
33
27
26
24
24
21
20
19
19
19
16
15
13
13
13
11
11



Club Constitution

Slimbridge FC
Wisloe Road

Cambridge
Gloucestershire Q
GL2 7AF S Ml e

SECRETARY

Mr Colin Gay

21 Union Street
Dursley
Gloucestershire
GL11 4JT

Slimbridge Football Club is a Members Club which is run by
Volunteers.

If you are interested in becoming more involved and would like to
become part of this Very Friendly, Family Orientated Organisation
then we are always on the lookout for more Volunteers.

Why not become a member and have a say on how this Club is run?

Just Approach any Committee member on a Match day for more
Information. You will be made Very Welcome



Club Officials

Chairman Barry Gay
Vice Chairman Rob Peck
President John Mack

Management Committee
Paul Chappell
Barry Gay
Colin Gay

General Committee Tim Blake
lan Blount
Malcolm Carter
Peter Clark
Stuart Goddard
Emily Knight
Brenda Martin
David Morgan
Linda Morgan

Allan Smith

Ollie Smith

Tony Woodward
Treasurer Alena Wrixon
Football Secretary Colin Gay
Fixture Secretary lan Blount
Press Officer Rob Peck
Programme Editor Rob Peck
Safety Officer Barry Gay

Web Site Manager Rob Peck



Club Staff

Manager Lee Driver-Dickerson
Assistant Alex Lumsden
Player Coach Dion Chambers
Sports Therapists Tony Woodward

James Watson

U18 Manager Adam Coyle
U18 Assistant Tommy Callinan
U17 Manager Martin Worsfold

David Morgan

Ground Staff Paul Chappell
Malcolm Carter
lan Wrixon



www.fwpgroup.co.uk

architecture » project management « structural engineering - interior design

building surveying « m&e design « quantity surveying + cdm consultancy




Keswick  J & Small 14 Standard ",A ' Keswick
Petite __1‘ Keswick ' Keswick N Royale

Recliner Chairs from £599 & Fireside Highleg Chairs from £199

Over 50 Sofa’s & Chairs
on display. Oak Furniture,
Dining, Living & Bedroom
40 Beds and Mattresses to

choose from
25 Rise & Recliner Chairs
in the Showroom

Open Mon - Fri 9-5, Sat 10-4
Sunday & Bank Hols 10-2
Saul, Frampton on Severn,
. GL2 7LA
- 01452 741880
www.furniturefactorygloss.co.uk
Free Parking, Easy Access




